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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. Copies of each of the references 
listed on Form PTO-1449 are attached. 

In compliance with the concise explanation requirement under 37 CFR § 1.98(a)(3) for 
foreign language documents, Reference BC is discussed on page 42 of the present specification. 
Reference BA (JP 2000-157272) corresponds to Reference BB (EP 1 006 363), Reference BE (JP 
2000-505281) corresponds to Reference AA (US 5,837,196), and Reference BD corresponds to 
Reference BF (EP 1 026 259). 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees associated with this 
communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-1446. 
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